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inoeliatilcully to lixik at It. At wltboul bavin a.l.i uf hu lutn undilu If lhy ar drtaioicg,

that litomiit Nam com out of hi tip to anyuii, and that can out What did all this mff n?
CIIAI'TKtt V. uaual hMltig plu., bhtnd that tur-- 1 luor slaati ouiidly ' 'Well?" tha Count asked st last.

iUtiUnv4 tain, and I "Ho, In yuur up M-- n, be name hare "A burglar-proo- f safal"
4 llVlf-Confrrr- ci CVmr. Then, with a rtura Indloatlnt Uront"

without svan pkilitf of It to th "At you Ignorant that there a
that tha atta! lia would perform tool strong enough to cut threats',

MINUTi; Utter Hi door It oirtcal "Certainly, Th baron, who Is ! without dirhoully, the thteksst sisal
opened iiikI Nam and Jui-Ic- lt "Tim million I ours," ha added, I aluipl, would hav praventad him plat? Only tha criminal bars fcad

"Oipltal," anwid Nam, without i doing wj Without Uklng pi, lnrly tbctr truubla for their lUlliappealed. Hut at moving a muaoln at the thought of . cautions. Thla would hav tmn the safe was empty "
alghi of them, th Cumt tha rrlme hn was to commit In ao pollen offlcar In thn neighborhood, "Kinpty? No. You forget tasat a
Inatanlly dropped his cownrJIy a mannar I and wa are tha on whu would now roan wa abut up In Itl"

he caught Hut thl chap came That la true but than"no,lordly air end, In a tune or entire "Iit ua ro on to chapter two. I tu holla to mak llltl "Hut this Iyour a per-
sonal

vary plain. JswsJsthink the best nroof perhapa tha onlyfamiliarity, exclaimed, rapping on the InvaatlgaUou un hit own stolen, stats value of robbery, noth-
ingonii of the dllvery of the Jewel t.i

tablet the alKtialurn on the contract ami a nnd th turn f your nonvar-eatlu- n about any man tn there st tfcsy
"Well, If dona!" ld him farther than h meant did nut And him?"rereipl proving their delivery Into tha to if), tha Imprudent fallow! Heltfve "lUcaui he was ns longer Usretwell?" asked the Hindoo, Haron'H hands.""CluSotx on in, he's ona of tho amateur pollro-me- n And, aa tha door was open, ha pnb-abl- y"Hiii of his hand-

writing?"also suddenly abandoning bin inunnrr you a upaolmen who, bissiming nfoninl ly ecand through itl"
of a well trulniHl servant. "I have kept tha letter tn whloh ho of certain Item concerning "Hut who opened that door?"

"Day after at S o'clock, requested mo to como to hla house il , haa longed tn rev.Mil himself by a "Hel"
-- Com,innxlrr stroke, a great detective, br that's Imposslbls! Kwwilt lm huru tu nxamliitt tlio Jaw-fl- u, yeatcrdny." discovering alngln.hiindel the crim could he have done It? Its tMt th

with tlis Itttlo iiilllion for tha "Well, you ahall havo inals upon wliom, until then, thn devil!"
oommlealnii tn lockctl" your receipt, written with tho same P"" whole fon'n bud been II liable to sella. Thn morning papers arrive. Tha

ink and tha s.imn pen. Oh." hti added Count snatobad of thtaa"Ami," uutatioiK'il tli Hindoo, 1 The men la not very dnngnrous, and ona Mainatural formodestly. "I have n gift hnvn nothing tn fear. read alnud:
"doc ha coino nlutioT" linltiitlnif handwrttlnra. As for the Hn took up l.uolnn Delorme' hat "TnMilght a burglary was cowtrted

"Kntlrcly olonul 'riiln3 liar contract, five minutes After It la In his and looked at thn lining, than hi which, through the boldness withIt will bo well and dulythun 1 noto-cas- which the criminals operated, thturned nut nven imttrr oioot-d- . ii v err wit, which tin examined at the
H'll lirlnr " mnall vnlliu." nlgnodt" bnck of the neck. value of thn stolen Jewels, and, lastly,

"Wi'll plannvtl" "Your hand will not tremble?" thn personality of the loser, will un-
doubtedlytrembles. Now "What did I nay?" hn axnlatmed,for"It nver chap-

terdo cause a pnfound publicliuvn iiiitliliiK"Ho wo morn to ox-- i three. That Is tho hardest' Tho "tailor In IJu- - hatter In Bu this fel-
low sensation.apt mukii nil tlm imccHsary arrunt(

Is lying In this room million who, landing straight from Insbody "Wn will give rapidly the first de-
tails

full Oh,iituuti nut to in our Job, my
Is In tho safe. What shall wo do province In the Aniu'lln house, had telephoned to us thabyiroud Nam," Iki mllud, throwlnn uu his head turned by Mrs. Tankary'a reporter

Un nruit, "I Ioiik at l.tut to htivo tlia next?" " who was sent Immediately to tha"Hpeak, Nam!" mid Juliette, breath-
less

murderliavo scene.fortuuut ton year wo "And how do explain thalived, day after day, on oxiodlenta from curiosity. you "It was about half-pa- st twslvn
and exiwdltlonn, with tlio tiorpetual "Next? We'll take off his olothea baron's not coming?" o'clock. The Janitor of No, I, Rue
fear of being pinched. 1 ahouldn't bo and, In n Jiffy. I'll put them on; you Thn Hindoo wua ubout to answer Vezeluy

to retlrul" know that my flguro Is almost ly when Juliette CAiun In, bringing a "No. i,' Interrupted Nam, wbs wasorry
the other: "the Ilko the llnron's! As to the rest, telegram. listening Intently."I'auaw!" rnidlod Thn rinntn eagerly opened It andeverything will bo ready, wig, beard,trade haa rUku, It's truol Hut "No," aald theutlered of astonishment he comte, "It really. wasto mnko mo resemble him. I'll defy a cry aswouldn't you (irefur to trad the pleas-

ant to discover dlfforonco! I rend; No. 6. Walt, perhaps there Js c
Ufa of a aoclnty mail rntbor than you any

I reason, I'll go on. Ths Janitor ofmight havo made my fortune by giv-
ing

"Dear Htrt lan.ni from your sec-
retaryhave remained a poor Uttlo balllri'a No. 6. Hue Vuielay, who badImitations of people In the muslo that you are Ul and can-
not

gons to
clork In the dpthi of n jiruvlnco? Kor hnllsl" receive me aa was ar the Faubourg Halnt-Qermal- n leav-

ing,my fart, don't you think
In

I
Rood
am better

housi "I'm not uneasy, Nam," eald the ure you deslrod. Made desperate by stand In the way of maktnr tour mil-
lions.

ber all that now. Are not you the next we meet, ready to ruab at ranged.
his

as usual, tbe care of th houss to
off bo purvunt ato u wlfo,
than hrenlior of boats on tho Count. "You haven't your equal for the robbery of the Jowels lit- your He mnde a great effort to re-

tain
young man who gave the police such each other's throats, Mow much "I hope It la nothing serious the

wan returning when, pass-
inga up

Whatever knowing how to make upl I remember charge, but for which, nevertheless, his coolness. fantasrlo details about the crime In more quietly wn sliould live, bow-eve- r, and remain entirely at your com-
mand.

ground floor, he noticed that
wharves of MarfIIU.i'.'

tho future, tho day you wont to cash that check you were not responsible, you send "And he hue nsked you to appoint tho Avenue Mosart, and whom the It wn did not huvn tho Ir-

resistible
Yours very alnccruly, thn door was open. Ths fact sur-

prisedmay happim to you In
Ufa for eighty thousand francs at the. In your resignation to the Maharajah. atiothor hour of meeting?" newspapers called a dreamer? You mania fur troubling our-

selves
"PLtUCKK." him, becaua tbe tenant a

you'vo had ton years of comfort. Ciencrale, n tho agent of tho who accepts It and, disgusted, you "No, sir." were even nrrested, and then released about what does nut tonceru "What did I any?" cried Nam. "That atruiiger who had moved In a abort
la short. Wo mu&t enjoy It!" Hank of Haytl. Tho cashier knew retire from Parisian lito . . ." "lou uro the baron s secretaryr aa a madman." tint I do not yet understand your fellow presented himself to the Haron time before, was a man of regular

"Yo.t. You cortalnly tiad a right let himself bo taken In. "And llvo In the motive for meddling vvllh affairs! habit who never had evening caller.Mahara-
jah

lilm well, yet go to oountry., "One of his secretaries." "Certainly," replied Iuolen De-
lorme,

our aa your nccrolary, Just aa be pusmsl OnIdea when you luvuutud the
unlim-

ited
You had imitated even his nervous v.hero I shall marry Juliette . , . "And you doubtloss copied the con-

tract
emphatically, "Hut those mur-

derers
Are ou a policeman? No, you aro hluiMelf off to you as the baron's. thn other hand, his two servants,

and his Jowois. It ulvea ua
all twitching." "Oh," cried tho girl, her eyes which ha was to sign with me?" whose description I gave too clumsy for thut. Afo yult thn Doesn't this confirm tu the moat who slept In tbe apartment, always

credit evorywhoro. Wo owe "I'll go on. So I leave here In the sparkling with Joy, "how happy we "No, sir, but I am acquainted with those murderers who carried a re-
volver

baron's adviser? Not that elthnrl striking way nil my conjectures?" cumn In before 10 o'clock. So It we.
tho good shopi. The rest aro only clothes and with tho nppcaranco of shall bo I" the matter." tn each pocket and who still You are not even hla secretary, Turning toward the safe, ha con-

tinued:
extraordinary that this door should

waiting for our orderal NovbrthelosH, I down etnlrs with "That Maharajah Is the told not bo closod. Seised by a suddenHaron Plucko, go poor one "Will you permit me to ask you a them." he added, looking In-

tently
though you me no Just now.

thure aro days when I feel strangely my llttlo valise. While passing the who suffers In nil this," said Nam. question? Am I to see In your com-
ing

carry
at his companion, "one of You see, sir, thut I am well Informed, "Hn richly deserved what has hap-

pened
he hastened Into hla room

weary of pluylng this part and loin;
that Jnnltrcss's room, I tako caro to any a "Ho Is robbed of his fifty millions of a deslro on tho part of tho baron whom had a ring on the ring finger Then by whut right do you come to to him. People who want to to ga( his revolver. Here another

for peaco of mind. 1 you
Plucko few words to her, that she may re-

member,
Jewels ... ho doesn't get tho fif-

teen
not to go on with tho transaction?" the other watch in his left vest prevent mo from currying to u suc-

cessful
play thn detective must bo more cun-
ning

aurprlao awaited him. Ills wife, sunk
If we hadn't found thin usurer later, having seen mo leave millions ho borrowed either a end thn apeculutlun I had un-

dertaken?
than that!" back In a chair, was so sound asleep

and hln million, I would have nont my tho house. I Jump Into tho cab which . . . luckily, he Is rich enough to Tho visitor remained sllant a few pockot, and who still have them I don't know that you "Yes," replied the Comte, "he's a that, In spits of every effort, he could
countthlp nnd tho Maharnjuh tu tlio Is waiting for me, or I call one: bear such n blow!" seconds, then he answered slowly: would you like to have me toll you represent public honesty? So you lire dreamer. Hut my poor million has not ruuau her. On the table tbreo
deuce und dropped nverythlng!" 'Driver, to tho Hank of France!' On Whllo spoaklng Nam had drawn a "I know nothing of his Intention. who they are?" acting from u purely parsonul atn gone all tho same. Job deferred In glasses and a bottle of champagne,

"You know very well that that tho way, I chnngo my mind. 'Driver, silver bottlo from tho pall of Ice. Hut you are not Ignorant, air, that "I was going to ask. alrl" point. And why?"
1 Job lost. Will the Huron tako It up a still half full, showed that tbe un-

fortunatewouldn't havo boon poaalblel You turn round, I want to stop a mlnuto "Will Monsieur In Comte have a we may rosolvo ono day to undertake Luclcn Delorme had put hla gray
did necond ttme?" woman must have been put

will now remain all your life Comte nt tho Ornnd Mnrcho.' I go In. Tho llttlo of tho cocktnll?" a speculation nnd the next no longer felt hat on the table, hla chestnut-colore- d Then,
be

as laiclen Delorme not an-
swer, "Don't bo no penal mtstto. The to nleep with the aid of a narcotlo

il'Abazoli-Vlscos- a. 1 had trouble crowd Is dense, it Is hard to move "Yes, Nam!" find It Interesting!" overcoat and his yellow kid went on:
action 1s too good to bo dropped. by the criminals with whom aba had

tnough In manufacturing your olllclal nbout. Tho Whlto Halo Is going on. Then, raising his glnss: "Not Interesting?" cried the oomta gloves on tho armchair and, standing "In somn way, of which I am You must write him a pleasant note been drinking.
I skilfully tnko olT my heard, my "To tho success of tho plan for dny In splto of himself. "A loan guaran-

teed
creot, with folded arms, he aald: Ignorant, you worn Informed of cer-

tain naylng that you rwilly uro very 111 "Then, taking counsel only with his
"Oranted! Dut when, In conse-quene- o nnd, If I can, my wlir. I hide after ho cried, nnd by Jowels worth fifty millions!" "One. sir, Is yoursolft The other peculiarities concerning the mur-

derers nnd your phyntclnn orders you to courage, tho Janitor, holding his weap-
onof tho eventn of which we the little vallso under my overcoat touching his glass to Juliette's, added, "I n m making merely a supposi-

tion,
In tho man hidden behind that hang-
ing,

of Mrs, Tiiiikery. Von know leuvo Purls Immediately m your re-
turn

In his hand, entered the ground
hall talk presently. Hli HlgUnuss haa Thus altered, I go out through an-

other
"And to our love!" sir." holding the fatal wire which hn details of thn crime so perfectly you will resume tho negotiations. floor upurtmout and, turning on 'the

withdrawn hlH conlldence. I shall be door. Don't worry, tho cab "And which I plnce In the lender's used to atrnnglo Mrs. Tankory and that It might havo been sup-
posed

Hy thnt tlmo wn will havo got rid of electrlu lights, set to work to go
able to disappear from Parisian ty driver, who has been waiting till CHAPTER 17. own hnnds!" Haron Plucko-.Htroho.- "

you had wltnnased the whole this spoil-sport- 's body. Tho thing to through ull tho rooms. At first noth-
ingand live as a gentlemnn-farme- r nightfall, will not havo forgotten me, Tho young man motioned toward For an Instant the oomte stared at scene, bidden somewhere In the room be done now is to explain thin young soeinud unusual, except that the

in aoma qulot cornor and devoto tny-a- lf

and his evidence nt the police sta-
tion

The Secret of the Safe. tho snfo. luclon Delorme lit bewilderment, itself. What did you do? Instead it man's disappearance. Hn must not place wan desertol. There was no dis-
order,to agriculture nnd breeding. At will bo tho best of alibis!" "Aro they here?" aenmlng to wonder how ha oould prudently keeping silent, you had no-

thing
be traced hero that might makn mis-
chief,

nothing was disturbed. He
naart, you sea, I havo always had "Clevorly planned!" nssented tho HR afternoon of tho next "Horo, within raaoh" . . . know all this. more prosalng thun to tell the oivo me a pencil and a bit of called, no one answered.
rural tastes I dream of Comte. "Tho Haron hnvlng left hero, whole story to the police Unit mla-tak- paper." "Hut whon ho reached ths lastbut tho three The at last,day ono, ns stranger pushed his glasses "Sir," he said, haughtilyBui." . h Interrupted himself, "this Our up You were arrested and, let ma thnt Is, thethcro Is no reaon to suspect Us. And Nam wrote: room, one adjoining thehis "I und thoIn on forehead, gated at tho huge agree with the police presstime to discuss suoU ques-
tional

nccompltce.s sat together toll you, thut you were in luck to next hoIsn't toe threshold, onco crossed, we are no steel box thut lunatic. You don't "1 mn killing myself in despatr house, suw with amazement
Let us attend to tlgures. How longer responslble.-a- re we? Ho had tho office of the Mahara coldly:

a moment, and then said
know

you
what

are
you

a
are saying J will not have been released so easily. Inno-

cent because I cannot accomplish what thnt a larga hole had been cut In the
much la our flouting debt ;" only to accept my offer to let my jah's representative, wait-

ing
"You are mistaken." dlaouss tho matter with you. Aaouse men have been condemned for I hnvo undertaken. Notify my wall.

"So you mean to settle It?" valet neeompany him on tho box with for tho hour of Haron Plucke's "How mistaken?" me, Comto d'Abazoll-Vlsoos- a, of be-
ing

loss than that! Second mlstakn you family." "He went up to It, and hla bewilder-
ment"I consider that absolutely neces-

sary. the coachman!" lent your assistance, without any ne-
cessity, "That leaves tho field Increasedthat open for whan be discovered"That safo Is criminal? Come, anyempty." a come,arrival, tho clock thoNam. Wo must go without while all this on mantelploro to Haron Plucke, who cuuld"And tho real Haron, explanation," ho said "nnd what is that thn opening led to a huge safe,Tho comte could not would mako all my acquaintancesconeoted with tha repress a ges-

ture not console hlmsolf having, thanksIsawlng anything Juliette. slowly struck two. for his namo?"Is going on?" questioned of bewilderment. laugh. Hut I do not wish to retain which had boon broken open bypaat behind ua. Some day It might won't be illtllcult to get rid to us, inherited a large fortune, In "I.uclen Delorme.""It very "Tho tlmo Is drawing near!" cried "Umpty?" Hut, quickly tho title of awlndlor which you so means of Implements lying abandonedcreate useless trouble." I'll bring In recovering order to permit him to take up an old Tho Hindooof him. At midnight up signed I.uclen thnhla If It Delorme. on floor.Nam, rising. "Doos each of you composure, he oontlnued: gratuitously bestow upon me.About two hundred thou-
sand

affair that everybody had forgotten. then"Agreed, the auto carefully taking tlmfront of tho house overroat, hn"Let mn toll you, sir, that such Is Impossible for ma to provo that I slipped "Ho Instantly remembered that Infranca" disguised with its number nltered. To know exnotly what Is to be done? a Third mlstnko finally, you came tho folded paper Into thn pocket.
tbftt7" cried the statement Is an Insult to me. I do have murdered no one, I Intend, at here, to residence, to bravo "I'll No. 4, that Is, tho next house, the"Aa much oa put n bodv through a ground floor Juliette, you will open tho door nnd that tho my me put It nnd thn hnt on a slopenot hnllovo that Haron Plucke, whom least to give you a proof ground floor was occupied by Cost"What has be-co- und deliver yourself to of thevengeance Qunl Jsvelis myIn surprise.comte window Into tho carrlago mro hn said.show baron hero .1 willtho In . . In thisJ consider and that thoy are d'Abazoll.u gentleman, would havo gems oxlst, V'tacosa. at-

tacheof the eighty thousand francs child's for three. Tho street, with a boldness that, undoubtedly, "I hnpo they will be found byrlay us
from the Bank of Haytl lout year?" ns usual, will be deserted." hide myself behind that hanging sent you to talk with me In this way safe. I Intend to do for you what I proceeds wholly from Ignorance! Huvn honest pernon who will carry

somn
them

nnd, us everybody knew, the
The Hindoo began to luuuh. "And stipposo wo should ho seen? . ... do you understand? . . . to liiHlnuuto thnt the gem have nover yet done for any one In you never thought, sir, thut there urn to tho police etstlon. Hut. for great-

er
representative

"
In Purls of the. Maha-

rajah"You have the soul of a born gen-

tleman!
Thcro Is a gas Jet directly opposite to And rejiiembcr not the slightest upon which I urn to arrange a loan the world: I am going to show thenn secrets whoso weight Is heavy to nnfnty, dtngulnnd nn a peaceful of

You spend without reckon-
ing,

tho house." do not oxlst, and to accuse me of to youl" carry, and whoso revelation may cost lounger I will watch near by to sen "Oo on." Interrupted Nam Impa-
tiently,and thon ask whnro tho monoy "Don't worry. It will ho put out and sign of an emotion that would risk swindling!" He spoke with such assurance that those who betray them very dearly?" that they renrh their destination. And "and get at once to tho foot;

has gone! Oh!" he went on, "I'm not tho ilnrknnss will bo Uitenso. everything, not tho least hesitation "Pardon me, air," rfiplted the young for an Instant Liuclen Delorme felt "I know," replied I.uclon Delorme now. he ndded, turning toward the
I know all your titles"

reproaohlng you for anything. When "Wo shall havo ropfnred the Haron'.s absolute coolness, oh?" mini, removing hla glnsnes and plac-
ing doubtful. vehemently, "that you are murderers jrinld. who wns listening In sllenre. Tho Comto ran his eyo rapidly over

a position la to be maintained the clothes, restored his note case with He had not finished the sentence them on the desk by hla aide. What If he were mistaken? and, besides, I nond for that discovery let us go and pnpk the trunks. .Tu. a few lines, then he went on aloud:
necessary sacrifices must be made!" tho signed contract Inside, and his "You mlsundorstand me. I am only Hut no there was no error h only the steel wire In your bands," Metre wn leave for "Then tha Janitor understood theboll announced visitor.tho'TU put up two hundred then and vnltae. Then, on reaching a secludod when a naylug that they nre not at this mo-

ment, had only to look around him thut "You have nothing to fear from It," wholn affair. Ills tenant, us well aa
bow much of tho million do you want alley In tho Hols de Vlncennon, wo "Hero ho lal" orled the comte, In tho enfe." empty safe those men who carried aald the oomta In a Jeering tone. "It thn cook ami valet, were nothing but
fof your aharoT" will quickly get rid of everything, and rushing to the window. No cab had "And on what do you base this sup-

position?" In their very bodies on Irrefutable Is used only for the unfortunates CFIAPTER VII. skilful wall eutters. Knowing that
The same amount. I'm not exact-

ing,
shall merely havo to return to Parts stopped before the door of the description the revolvers with which whom It Is humane to make suffer as tha Maharajah's Jewels were shut up

am 17" by another way in tho auto, which of
"Allow me not to answer your ques-

tion. they were armed the steel wire In little as possible! A different punish A Senmtional Robbery. tu Comto d'Abaxoll-VlBCOsa- 's safe,
"It's a fortune In your country! has been restored to Its uminl nppenr-nnc- e, house. Faithful to his habits It Is tmposslblo to give you any the hands of the man concealed be-

hind
tnent awaits the Indiscreet Ah! You ho had hired tho adjoining ground

You will Uuy an Immense concession nnd ronumbcrod, a llttlo farther eoonomy, the baron had come on explanation at this moment Heat yonder portiere, ready to spring sen that safes do not contain Jewels? ICATKD In a comfortable floor npartment. then profited by the
nd raise rice on a tremendous scale, on. Tho next morning tho Haron's foot assured, however," he added, "that out they wore undoubtedly two vil-

lains,
Well, sir, you will look more closely rocking chair on tie ter-

race
Comte'n departure for Cabourg,

In ten years you will have ten times body will bn found In the thicket, "So much the betterl" muttered pnrhnps I shall noon tell you things capable of the worst orlmes. still and rnftoct upon tho danger of of his villa. Comto where he owns a villa, to make, ac-
cordingthe flum!" with his empty vnllso by his side, and which will amaze you still morel" With a rapid, cautious movement meddling with whut does not concern to their usual proceedings, a

"Tho only misfortune Is that I thorn will be no doubt that he has the Hindoo, entering his hiding "indeed, sir and who are you?" ha fait for the revolver In hla pocket. you your secret will remain shut up d'Abaroll-- V I no o a a, thn hole that led directly to the gems.
might not no back there." been lured Into some ambush and place, "Now thefo will be no fear "My name la Luclen Delorme." Meanwhile tha comte had quietly there through nil eternity . . ." morning after his departure "nut, as all the windows ware

"Why?" nskod tl young srlrl, who, robbed. Whnt could bo more com-
mon?"

thnt tho driver might have tho bad On leaving tho baron's house he had taken a key from ono of tho drawers I.ucten Delorme could no longer from Paris was watching between grated, and the disappearance of
silent. ho concluded, laughing. gonn downstairs In a mood of great to the kind of horrible death thn bars might have, perhaps, beenuntil then, hail romalnod Idea of not recognizing In tho per-

son
In his duk. Then, after going doubt tho the puffs of his cigarette, the sun-heni-

But Nam undoubtedly had rensona "And I shall no longer havo the perplexity. Had not his nyes deceived safe and carefully turning the knob which nwutted him. noticed, they guvn a sleeping potion
which ho consldorod It prudont to responsibility of nioso fifty millions who will como out of tho house hlin? Hint ho really been In tho pres-

ence soveral Itmes, he put It In tha look. "Holp!" roflnnted in thn blue waves of to tho Janltress. who had drunk with-
outkeep to himself, fur his oyes wnu-Uor- of gems!" chuckled the Comte. the man who went In!" of ono of the Individuals whom The heavy door turned on Its hinges. Hut tits cries were stifled tn his thn sea, Whoso little white tenth were distrust with the servants whom

nnd hu nnswerod vaguely: "Hut, by way of compensation, we Hut, an Instant nftor, Juliette ap-

peared
ho wns seeking? It wns illtllcult for Luclen Delorme took a stop forward throat. The Hindoo's lingers were gnawing tho sand of thn beach. she know nnd who, having accom-

plished"Political cnuson" ahall possess tlio large sum honestly
with air of great excite-

ment

htm to admit, a priori, that Comte and, looking Into the deep cheat ex-

claimed
pressed upon his mouth llkn a tight Suddenly a voice behind him roused their object, could pull the

There wilt be six hundred thou-aan- d earned by tho sweat of our brow. un d'Abnznll-Vlscos- a, the charming so-
ciety triumphantly: gng. bell of tho box themselves and vanish

francs left 'or Jullotto and mn," Well, my friends. I think I bavo for-
gotten

man, to whom every drawing-roo-
"There's nothing In It!" For an Instant the two accomplices' him from hts reverie: In tho darkness. If thoy hnd not for-

gottenaald tho Cnmto, "At 4 por cent, that nothing?" "It Isn't ho!" stood open, could bn a murder-
er! "No," said thn comte, In a loud listened anxiously, their ears strained "Of what In M. In Comte thinking?" to shut the door of their apart-me- nt

will give nn Income of eighty thou-
sand

"No," answered tho comte, "I see "What!" crlod tho comte. "Thon And yet ynt ho had Heon It voice, "but don't bo troubled, sir, It to hear any sound. Hut their vic-
tim's

Turning, hn saw Nam looking at many days would doubtless
francs. Hut wo aro reasonable, nothing but rhanco that could make wius Impossible for him to be mistak-

en-unless
despairing call had not been havo passed before the robbery washim with Ironical expression.tlmo?" will ba anwho Is disturbing us at this not nlwuys emptyl"

uran't wo, Juliette?" us fall. And, In that case, look out thorn wa.s some extra-
ordinary noticed They could work In all discovered.

"It'a his n man coincidence that could be Then the young nam realised the "IXienn't tho future appear to you
8ho threw herself Into his nrmn: for our lives," secretary young sufty. "Hn Instantly ran to the Janitor offull extent of his Imprudnnce.
"Blnco wo lovo each other, shall we "Pooh!" retorted tho other y, with bluck spectacles, I showed him compared only with the accident Suspecting the Individual whom he Vainly the young man, In a final full of menace?" No. 4 nnd Informed him of the facts.

not always havo enough?" "nothing venture, nothing Into tho drawing room . . . what which had made him suddenly en-
counter had soon In Huron Plucke's drawing effort, tried to struggle. He could not "I do not see very well what we The latter had tho keys of bis ten-

ant'shnvo! Hut what do will the man who had n bullet Income," cried Nam, "no you expect from hla assailants, and was npartment. Calling police-
man,

"Come, escape nshall I tell him?" room to be thn man he sought, ha have to four. Reason upon It a little.to us? Is everything his skull!notnow! There are more ur-
gent

happon quickly subdued. nil three entered. Tho cumte'sIdyls Just Tho cointo stlflod n, furious oath. hud come to his home to make sure Is It fault If the Maharajahmathematically comblnod? I'll answer Then, after having hesitated for a ourmatters to bo dlrcussed! The Thn tusslo wns nhort. Half stifled, safe Is In his private otllce, standing
for tho wholo affair!" "Tho sohonio has missed lire! Did whole day over tho means to use In of thn fuct without thinking of thn needed and commissioned usgreat affair Is to como off day nftor he wan pushed violently Into thn open money ngalnst tho partition wall nt the two

Wo must oxnmlno care-
fully

"Well, let como what may! And you hear, Nam?" order to obtain certainty, he had tele-
phoned

dangor he wan running; he bad gouo safn There wns no Interior division, to obtain It? Ah for this young man, houses, a fact undoubtedly known bymorning I thnt start The Hindoo came out of his hiding to Haron Plucko that the with bowed head Into a snare be budto seo that thorn Is no Impo-
rtant

next propose wo nn compartment that oould prevent haven't wn afforded him thn best thn criminals and on which they had
point wo may havo overlooked!" for tho seashore to enjoy a well-name- d place, comto, feeling slightly HI, had dot for himself. him from entering. It was a steel built their plan. It seemed

"Nam," said tho Comte, "It's fear-
fully

rest. A fashlonablo man, Ilko "Don't lot us lose our heads," ho hlin to defer his visit until Now hn wns ut tbls man'a mercy, collln, whoso sldns would not even proofs of our loyalty In showing him Intact, outwardly, nnd nothing re.
hot cnuld you give us myself, ought not to stay longer In said calmly. "Wo will &oo. Wo must some other day, and had gone bravely Hn rapidly tried to grusp the re-

volver allow his cries to pass. tho Jewels when he came to seo us vouloil that tho back had been re.
Paris. It's moro than ten days since receive htm and try to llnd out whut to tho comtn'u house, In his pocket, determined tosomething to drink?" Thn door was closed on him. from Hnron Plucke, Just ns wo aro moved and tho contents seized by

The Hindoo bowed very low. tho Ornnd Prix." this moans." "Luc Delorme?" cried the oomte, sell bis 1 Ifo dourly. Thn romte turned the knobs, then IkiIiI hnnds,roady to do It for the latter? If,
.Til mnko M. In Cnmto a cocktnll, "Let's bo off to tho sea then. Hut J utinito Instantly showed the searching his rnomory for the associa-

tion
There won no time to do so, The the key In thn lock, and, having "Wo will give, In another edition,

as rerelnt of whleh was Klven to mo on condltl'in that our departure shull stranger In. rocnlltd by thn namo, Hindoo had leaped from his hiding It In tho drawer of his desk, seized with rernorso for having de-

ceived
new details concerning this remark-util- e

by Ills HI"hnoss himself." appear natural!" "M. lo Comte," ho began. "Haron "Tho man who occupied the next place und solzod his arms In n vlsu, from which ho had takon it a fow himself greatly respecting us, robbery whlch undoubtedly
A fow minutes after nil three were "Why shouldn't It seem so? I have Plucko requests mn to bring his re-

grets
room to Mrs, Tankcry. . ." completely paralysing him, minutes boforo, he sat down In his seolng his position as secretary en-

dangered
amounts to several tens of millions;

seated befnrn Iced drinks nnd, whtlti wnltod for tho conclusion of nn that hu Is uuablo to call In per-
son."

Thn other leaped to his feet. "Scoundrols!" he cried. nrmrhalr oxrlnlmlng: hy so vexatious an ho thn exact amount cannot bn ascer-
taineddrawing his through n long yellow business matter . . . n.s "Mrs. Tankery?" "He kind enough to alt dor. n, sir,'' "Ahl" error, until thn return of Comte

straw, Nam began s soon as It Is settled I'm off. Hut "Is the baron 111?" "Murdered ono night by two men sneered the comte, "so thnt wu can "Now," said Nam calmly, taking a sought refuge In suicide In tho river, d'Ahazoll-Vlsaus- who has been In-

formed"This la tho themo of tlio manneu-.vr- e never mind, whatever It mny bn, I "No, sir. Hut ho Is oxtrnmely busy thn taller ono had a bullot In his skull have a little conversation." eat opposite, "thn main thing Is to are wo to blame? No, no, calm your-
self,

by the chief of the detective
don't let the expression HiirprMo shall Inform tho Janltress without ap-

pearing
and It Is lmiio.st.lbln for him . . . and the shorter ono In his leg. Thon, after lighting u cigarette, ho think thn matter over; what do you nothing is lost I " bureau."

iyou," lie cried, laughing. "I ww to mnko any point of doing to go out." Wmll I go on, Hlr?" continued: menn to do?" "llxcept the million" - Tho Count and Nam held u hasty
jonro a oepuy,. i in - a- a- so." In splio of his self-contr- tho Tho cointo, In a tone of quiet sar-

casm,
"Don't you think, air, that, after all, "I am thinking of It," replied the consultation. At its end they sot ool

no went on. "Then," added the Hindoo, "all this comte turned pale. Ho had under-
stood.

answered! Ufa Is a queer thing? One day oomte, "At any rate, for a ruined "Ah . . . t" for Paris.
"Orantlng that naron Plucko will will aid In making the olngant depart- - There is no business that can "It seems to me that I do remem we do not know eaoh other, tha business, It Is certainly thoroughly A telegram was banded to the (To lie continued.)


